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1. GENERAL  

1.1 Definitions  

(a) By-Laws means these AFL Mackay By-Laws.  

(b) All other terms defined within this document, adopt the same definitions provided within the AFL 
Queensland Community Competition Rules and Procedures (the Rules).  

1.2 Right to amend 

AFLQ may amend these By-Laws from time to time as it, in its absolute discretion, deems fit.  

2. APPLICATION  

(a) These By-Laws apply to the administration of Competitions managed by AFLQ within the Mackay region.  

(b) These By-Laws are to be read in conjunction with the Rules and, pursuant to clause 2.1(a)(ii) of the 
Rules, also in conjunction with the National Handbook, the Laws of Australian Football, and any other 
relevant Policies referred to therein.  

(c) As these By-Laws are intended to specify any additions or deviations from the Rules, in the event of any 
inconsistency between these By-Laws and the Rules, these By-Laws will prevail.   

3. MATCH DAYS 

3.1 Football specifications 

(a) Youth Competitions:  

I. under 15’s boys and under 17’s boys: size 5;  

II. under 16’s girls: size 4; and 

III. under 13’s mixed: size 4. 

(b) Junior Competitions:  

I. under 11’s mixed: size 3;  

II. under 9’s mixed and under 9’s female: size 2. 

Amendment to clause 7.2(b) of the Rules.  
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3.2 Match timings 

Friday/Saturdays 

Competition 
 

Standard Start time* Time of Quarters 
Time of Breaks (quarter 
time / half time / three 

quarter time) 

Under 9 Girls Friday 5:30pm 11 minutes no time on 3 /6 / 3  

Under 9.5 mixed  Friday 5:30pm 11 minutes no time on  3 / 6 / 3 

Under 11.5 Mixed Friday 6:30pm 11 minutes no time on  3 / 6 / 3 

Under 13.5 Mixed 
6:45 am  13 minutes no time on 

Finals – 12 minutes + mod. time on 
5 / 10 / 5 

Under 15.5 boys 
8:00am  15 minutes no time on 

Finals – 13 minutes + mod. time on 
5 / 10 / 5 

Under 16.5 Girls 
9:15am  15 minutes no time on 

Finals – 13 mins + mod. Time on 
5 / 10 / 5 

Under 17.5 boys 
10:40am  17 minutes no time on 

Finals – 15 minutes + mod. time on 
5 / 10 / 5 

Reserve Men 
Friday Night 7:00pm 17 minutes no time on 

Finals – 15 minutes + mod. time on 
5 / 10 / 5 

Reserve Men 
12:15pm  17 minutes no time on 

Finals – 15 minutes + mod. time on 
5 / 15 / 5 

Senior women 
1:50pm  15 minutes no time on  

Finals – 13 minutes + mod. time on 
5 / 10 / 5 

Senior men 3:20pm  17 minutes plus + mod. time on 5 / 15 / 5 

Amendment to clause 7.6(a) of the Rules.  

Times subject to change depending on grades playing on the day and oval availability (night games are optional 
for oval with lights or multiple teams may play at same time if venue has multiple ovals).  

3.3 Colour of playing shorts 

Away Teams are not required to wear white shorts, however, they must use their best endeavours to wear 
alternate shorts where there is a jumper clash.  

Amendment to clause 7.11(c) of the Rules.  

4. OFFICIALS (WATER CARRIERS) 

In Junior and Youth Competitions, each Team is permitted two (2) water carriers (one (1) for each half of the 
Playing Surface).  

Amendment to clause 8.3(a)(i) of the Rules.  
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5. AGE GROUP ELIGIBILITY 
The philosophy is for players to play in their respective age group (based on year of birth).  
 

(a) To be considered to play for a higher/older age group in lieu of your allocated age group based on your 
birth year, for a full season, a request must be made to the relevant Competition Manager by the Club at 
least 4 weeks prior to the regular season commencing or at the earliest convenience.  
B0300 Underage Application to Play Up (FINAL).docx 
 

(b) Each application will be considered on its merits and approval is considered by a panel of AFLQ 
employees. 

 
(c) in circumstances where the age group increase is three (3) years or more, the club must submit a Playing 

Up Consent Form to AFL Queensland. 

6. FINALS ELIGIBILITY 

 
For players approved to play in both their allocated age group based on their year of birth AND an age group above, 
in order to be eligible for finals in that season for the higher age group including U17’s into Seniors, the player must 
have played a minimum of 50% of their total Home and Away season matches in the lower age group.  

7. COMPETITION SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND MODIFICATIONS 

7.1 Women’s Senior Competitions 

(a) Player numbers 

I. In Women’s Senior Competitions, sixteen (16) Players must always be on the Playing Surface and 
there may be up to six (6) Interchange Players.  

Amendment to clause 17.2(a)(i) of the Rules.  

7.2 Playing up 

(a) A Player may play a Match in a higher age group, within a Youth Competition, provided:  

I. they are not displacing a Player in the higher age group’s Team; 

II. the Player and Club ensure the Team in the lower age group remains the Player’s primary playing 
group; unless the player has nominated at the beginning of the season to play in the higher age 
group/Division for that season and has had their request approved as per by-law 5.1 

Addition to the Rules.  

 

 

 

 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.afl%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-09%2FB0300%2520Underage%2520Application%2520to%2520Play%2520Up%2520%2528FINAL%2529.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2024-10/Playing%20Up%20Consent.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2024-10/Playing%20Up%20Consent.pdf
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7.3 Number of Players in a Match  

(a) The following table outlines the maximum number of Players allowed on a Team Sheet, the maximum 
number of Players allowed on the Playing Surface and minimum number of Players to be on the Playing 
Surface at any one time, with respect to Youth Competitions:  

Competition Max Numbers On  
Team Sheet 

Max Numbers  
On Playing 
Surface 

Min Numbers on Playing 
Surface to start a match 

Under 13’s mixed 22 18 12 

Under 15’s boys 22 18 12 

Under 17’s boys 22 18 12 

Under 16’s girls 20 16 9 

Amendment to clause 17.5(d) of the Rules.  

(b) Playing Surface size 

I. Under 16’s girls – 75% of a full Playing Surface; when playing with reduced numbers 

II. All male youth competitions are played on 100% of a full Playing Surface. 

Amendment to clause 17.4(l) of the Rules.  

7.4 Junior Competitions  

(a) Playing Surface size 

I. under 9’s girls and mixed – 40% of a full Playing Surface;  

II. under 11’s boys – 50% of a full Playing Surface; and  

Amendment to clause 17.6(c) of the Rules.  

(b) Junior Competition Player numbers  

The following table outlines the maximum number of Players allowed on a Team Sheet, the maximum 
number of Players allowed on the Playing Surface and minimum number of Players to be on the Playing 
Surface at any one time, with respect to Junior Competitions:  

Competition Max Numbers On  
Team Sheet 

Max Numbers  
On Playing 
Surface 

Min Numbers on Playing 
Surface to start a match 

Under 9’s mixed 12 9 5 

Under 9’s girls 12 9 5 

Under 11’s boys 14 12 6 

Amendment to clause 17.5(d) of the Rules.  

A summary of the Junior Competition rules specific for AFL Townsville is provided at the Appendix of these By-Laws.  
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8. Appendix – Junior Rules Matrix (By-Law) 

 

 


